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SUNDAY SERVICES AT CHEAM METHODIST CHURCH
Date
Time
4 March 10.30am

Preacher
Service
Revd Mark Wakelin Lent 3

11 March 10.30am

Revd Gill Long

Mothering Sunday/HC

18 March 10.30am

Mr George Chew

25 March

10.30am

Mr John Dawson

Palm Sunday

1 April

10.30am

Revd Gill Long

Easter Day/HC

8 April

10.30am

Revd Gill Long

Easter 2

15 April

10.30am

Mr John Dawson

Easter 3

22 April

10.30am

Mr John Dawson

Easter 4

29 April

10.30am

Revd Mark Wakelin Easter 5

Lent 5
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR LAY PASTOR

How are you getting on with Lent?
Lent is the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday.
However, if you count the number of days between those dates you will
notice that there are in fact 46. That is because Sundays are not part of the
period of Lent because every Sunday is a feast day as it is the day Jesus
rose from the dead.

Many people give something up for Lent. Others take something up. On the Monday before
Ash Wednesday, I was listening to a radio programme and the presenter read out a list of
things that people were giving up for Lent. Along with the usual, alcohol, chocolate and
crisps, there was one that particularly caught my ear. One person was planning on giving up
half a stone for Lent. I don’t know who they are but I wish them every success with their diet.
Getting through Lenten fasts can be difficult. When I have tried in the past I have often failed.
I friend of mine (he used to be the New Testament Greek lecturer at London Bible College
where I studied) suggests a way to get through the struggle of Lent. We need to live life in
3D…..
Decision, Discipline and Determination.
DECISION : Luke 9:51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus
resolutely set out for Jerusalem.
DISCIPLINE : Hebrews 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on,
however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace of those who have been trained
by it.
DETERMINATION : Galatians 6:9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
If you have decided to do something special in Lent I pray that you find the discipline and
determination to keep it up.
Discipline and determination are like muscles, the more you use them, the more they grow.
Although Lent is a special time of year for fasting, decision making and the discipline and
determination to see things through are things we can do all year round. Life in 3D is not just
for Lent but for all time.
I am reminded of a memory verse I used to teach kids in a children’s club in the London City
Mission Hall in Limehouse. It has some words of advice from Mary to the stewards at the
wedding in Cana, but also good advice for us today: John 2:5 As the numbers are said, I
would put up my left hand first showing two fingers then my right hand showing all five
fingers. Then lowering a finger at a time as I spoke each word, starting with the right hand.
‘Whatever he says to you’, now the left hand, ‘“Do it”’. What is Jesus telling each of us to do?
My prayer is that each of us will respond to Jesus’ call on our lives with DECISION,
DISCIPLINE and DETERMINATION.

John

WHO'S WHO
Lay Pastor: Mr John Dawson: Email; john@nonsuchcottage.me.uk
Tel: 020 8644 2331
Eucharist Minister Revd Gill Long

Church Leadership Team
Church members elect the leadership team to be responsible for the day-to-day
running of the church and to help develop policy. Supporting John and Gill are David
Worthington (8644 5160), Brian Kingswood (8641 0016), Jane Wasbrough (8641
4304), Mary Freeman (8644 3999), Audrey Saunderson (8644 6911), and Charles
Ponnuthurai (8644 3367).
Hall bookings Audrey Saunderson 020 8644 6911
The Newsletter Editorial Team
The content in the Newsletter is the responsibility of the Church Leadership Team.
Articles, news, ideas and comments can be emailed to Jane Wasbrough on
jane.wasbrough@btinternet.com

FAMILY CIRCLE

Grace Hine
We heard from Christine Manze-Hine that her mum, Grace, passed peacefully away
on Sunday afternoon, 18th February. Recently Grace had a fall and was in St Helier
Hospital for a brief spell but returned to her care home before suffering a rapid
decline over the following days. The family were with her in the morning while they
listened to hymns and said the Lord’s Prayer together.
Our thoughts and prayers go out to Christine, Daphne and Geoff and their families
for comfort, strength and peace at this time.
Grace was a member of our church for many years and both she and her husband,
Dennis, took active and loyal roles in the church. Grace was also a member of the
Women’s Friendly Hour for many years, preparing refreshments and bringing fresh
flowers for the table
Before Grace went into the home in Coulsdon, she had carers who brought her to
meetings. Grace was always a gentle person and this never changed despite her
dementia. She will be greatly missed by all of us at Cheam Methodist Church and
our WFH. May she rest in peace.
Helen Wright had been in St Helier Hospital since January and died peacefully in her
sleep on Saturday 3rd February. A thanksgiving service for her life, to which we are
warmly invited, takes place in the week beginning 12th March (details to follow). This
will be at St Paul’s Church, Howell Hill. When Helen was unable to go to St Paul’s,
she worshipped with us and was generous in her giving to support our church. Our
condolences and prayers go to the family.
Please also remember in your prayers those we know who have family members
currently undergoing treatment. We pray for healing for them and pray for our church
members, especially those who are unable to worship with us - Bert and Joyce
Mealing and Frank Kemp. We continue to pray for our Lay Pastor John and for our
minister Gill in their ministry with us and to us. Congratulations to Roy Collis who will
be celebrating his 90th birthday on 29th March.

If you have any news please let me have it for the Family Circle.
Mary Freeman

FAMILY PRIDE

18 year old Holly Gibson-Barnard (Sue Burton’s granddaughter), a student from the Wilkes
School of Performing Arts was one of a 51 strong Team GB who competed in the
international tap dancing competition in Riesa, Germany at the end of November 2017. The
team stormed the competition to win eight world titles. Holly says ‘I cannot describe the
feeling . It was unreal, absolutely amazing. The best experience of my life that I will never
forget. Me – a world champion- WOW – who would have thought!’
We’re always looking for items for the Newsletter and are pleased to share happy family
news that we are proud to share on a regular basis. Maybe a school accolade, a sporting
achievement, a career honour, community recognition, etc

CHURCH AND CIRCUIT NEWS AND NOTICES
The following letter was received from Alan Jameson….

To Members of the Sutton Methodist Circuit
Dear Friends,
Please forgive the delayed acknowledgement of your generosity to me in the
form of a very handsome cheque and book I received along with the certificate,
signed by the President and Vice President of Conference, marking my 60 years as
an accredited Local Preacher (57 of them in this Circuit).
Yesterday I received the “unknown” gift, promised by Rev Dave Dickinson at
the service on the 10th December – it is an absolutely exquisite miniature bronze
replica of the statue of John Wesley on horseback, which stands in the forecourt of
the ‘New Rooms’ Methodist Church in Bristol.
Words cannot adequately express my profound thanks to you, my friends in
the Sutton Circuit, for your tremendous generosity and to those many who attended
a wonderful act of worship at Wallington in December, despite the atrocious weather.
Again my sincere and heartfelt thanks,
Yours in Christ,

Alan

A message from Birmingham
Pauline Cleall’s lovely message in the January/February Newsletter has prompted us
to write. Her comment that her roots will always be in Cheam Methodist Church
resonated so much with us, and we knew it would always be difficult as we look to
find a replacement church here in Birmingham. We’ve been to a few: we baulked
at the first when we were told within five minutes how many jobs in the church were
available to take on and at the second we stood by ourselves for twenty minutes
after the service drinking coffee, wondering if anyone noticed there were two new
people there. That would never happen at Cheam, we said to ourselves. The third,
a short bus ride away, has been more promising and we’ve been
there a few times now. It has a large diverse membership (of
about 200) and welcomes students from the university. It’s the
church where our grandson Matthew was baptised 7 years
ago. Several people have taken some trouble to remember our
names, so we think it could be the one – if only they’d turn up the
heating.
And so we’re settling well into Birmingham, enjoying the facilities
of our new home and all that Birmingham has to offer.
Our love and good wishes to all our CMC friends.
Cynthia and Tony Brett Young

CIRCUIT DEVELOPMENT PLAN
This document has been drawn up as a result of conversations that were shared
during one of the exercises at the Circuit Leadership Team Away Day, held on 24th
October 2017. The team was given the task of exploring God’s mission for the circuit
and asked to identity aims for the circuit in the next five years.
In the document we distinguish between objectives, success criteria, and actions to
be taken.
An objective is the thing we are trying to achieve. It may also be observable or
measurable.
A success criteria is something we hope we see if we are doing the right things, but
isn’t in itself the reason or purpose behind what we do.
An action to be taken is something we need to do in order to achieve the objective
Some strategic themes emerged from our discussions.
THEMES:
 Doing things together as a circuit that are then delivered locally
 Circuit training for new ways of working
 Using the circuit’s resources for a particular church at a particular time rather
than spreading them equally
 Building up a sense of circuit



Building relationships and links between churches

Some development priorities were also identified.
THE CURRENT DEVELOPMENT PRIORITIES:
 Worship – Each church will have at its heart rich, life-enhancing worship.
 Mission – Each church will discern and respond to God’s purpose for mission
in the knowledge that being rooted in God makes the difference.
 Kingdom – Each church will be welcoming and inclusive, offering fullness of
life for all.
 Service – Each church will be integrated in the local community, in solidarity
with all those who seek the common good.
The Sutton Circuit aims to be a welcoming, inclusive worshiping community
committed to building God’s kingdom through modelling God’s love in acts of service
to those around us. The circuit will critique, enable, encourage and develop these
priorities through prayer, support, strategic planning and deployment of resources.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Sutton and Cheam Planning Committee of the WWDOP are holding their annual
service at the Salvation Army Hall, Benhill Avenue, on Friday 2 nd March at 1030am.
All are welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Sutton Methodist Circuit – London District
PART-TIME CIRCUIT ADMINISTRATOR
Main duties




To undertake the work of the secretary to the Circuit Meeting and
circuit committees
To serve as Circuit Safeguarding Officer
To assist the Superintendent Minister in his Circuit related duties

Applicants with relevant experience, computer literacy and sympathy with the aims of
the Church are sought.
The post is for 20 hours a week
Proposed start date: May 2018
Starting salary of £12 per hour
For an application form or for more information please contact:
Revd Dr David Dickinson
Trinity Church, Cheam Road, Sutton SM2 6EU
Tel: 020 8643 6884
e-mail: todaviddickinson@gmail.com

Closing date for applications: Noon on Friday 23rd March
FEATURES

Service for Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity, Sunday 21st
January 2018, arranged by
Churches Together in Sutton
and Cheam

This uplifting service took place at
the beautiful Church of Our Lady
of the Rosary, Sutton at which
most churches within the CTSC
group were represented.
The service was led by Parish
Priest, Fr James McGillicuddy who
extended a warm welcome to
everyone. Members from various
churches read the lessons and led
prayers with responses from the
congregation. Jane Wasbrough
read a passage from Exodus ch
15, and this was followed by three
further Bible readings, the last being the story of Jairus’ daughter, read by Rev. Mark
Williams, Chair of the CTSC group.
Fr James’ address emphasised the importance of understanding the needs of others
by striving to be accepting of everyone, regardless of their religion, race or colour.
He drew our attention to Martin Luther King, the American civil rights activist, and
reminded us that this year sees the 50th anniversary since his death.
We heard the story behind the final hymn, Lead Kindly Light, written in 1833 by John
Henry Newman, an Anglican priest who later became a Catholic cardinal. The
church organ accompanied the hymn singing, which Fr James remarked on as being
far heartier than their usual Catholic congregation can muster!
Following the service, we were invited to share in light refreshments in the church
hall which gave us an opportunity to meet with those from other churches.
Jenny Delafond

FREE concerts at The Guards Chapel, Wellington Barracks, Birdcage Walk
8th March (Thursday)7pm Household Division Concert Series
The Band of the Welsh Guards- A celebration of St. David's Day and all things
Welsh!

15th March (Thursday)1.20pm Lunchtime Recital
Music Scholars & Exhibitioners from Westminster School

27 March (Tuesday)1.10pm Guards Chapel Recital Series
Soloists from the Band of the Irish Guards –
Bach, Telemann, Mozart, Cockroft & Shapiro

12th April (Thursday)1.10pm Lunchtime Recital
Louis Hurst (baritone) & Martin Ford (piano)
Clara Schumann: Royal and Imperial Chamber Virtuoso

24 April (Tuesday)1.10pm Guards Chapel Recital Series
Violinist LCpl James Sandalls and Pianist Berendina Norton Elgar & Ravel

26 April (Thursday)7pm Household Division Concert Series
Honourable Artillery Company Band

29 May (Tuesday)1.10pm Guards Chapel Recital Series
Guards Flutes - Bach, Rossini & Raymond Guiot

Use your Freedom Pass and exit at St James’s Park underground.
Wendy Green

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SUTTON & CHEAM
The last meeting of CTSC was held at Trinity Church, Sutton on 6th February 2018
and was chaired by Rev Mark Williams. The meeting was well attended by
representatives from churches in the area.
Mark Tomlinson brought us up to date with current Community Works projects and
said that due to a significant increase in the use of the Food Bank, more volunteers
are needed. The main aim of the Job Club, operating since 2014, is helping clients
to gain the confidence and skills required to get back into work and this is proving
very successful. The latest scheme, Linking Lives, began in 2016. Co-ordinator,
Leigh Stephens, explained the importance of the role volunteers play in this area and
urged others to consider joining the team. The main objective is to befriend elderly
and lonely people. This latest project requires a regular commitment, but Leigh
emphasised that this could make an enormous difference to someone’s life. Full
training will be given. Anyone interested should email Leigh at –
linkinglives@suttoncommunityworks.org
Mark Williams referred to the United Service held at the Church of Our Lady of the
Rosary, Sutton on Sunday 21st January 2018 during the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. It was agreed that Parish Priest, Fr James McGillicuddy, led a very
thought provoking service, and it was pleasing that it was well attended.
Colin Howard, local co-ordinator for Christian Aid Week in Sutton, told us that CAW
2018 would be held from Sunday 13 to Saturday 19 May. It was regrettable that far
fewer churches in Sutton now take part in CAW. Colin said he hoped as many
churches as possible would support CAW by organising fund-raising events, taking
part in Circle the City, a sponsored walk centred around London churches, (for
further information contact the event manager, at ctc@christian-aid.org) or by using
and distributing the donation envelopes. Colin also hoped that each church would
have a special offering for Christian Aid during CAW.
A Prayer for Sutton pilgrimage took place on 13th May 2017. It is not yet known
whether this will continue or whether another similar event will be introduced in its
place.
The meeting agreed to send our congratulations to Rev Sarah Mullally, previous
Chair of this group, who has recently been elected as Bishop of London.
Forthcoming events
Thu. 1 March – 7.30pm St David’s Day Concert at Methodist Central Hall - proceeds
to The Passage, a charity for the homeless. Please visit –
www.c-h-w.com/news/394/67/St-David-s-Day-Concert-in-aid-of-The-Passage
Fri. 30 March – 9.30 am Good Friday Walk of Witness in Sutton.
13-19 May- Christian Aid Week 2018. “We believe in life before death”
Jenny Delafond & Jane Wasbrough

CMC representatives to CTSC

SPRING GARDEN FAIR

Saturday 2nd June

After last year’s very successful Garden Fair we have a real challenge to exceed the
total of £915.85. So it will soon be time to take cuttings and plant seedlings in
preparation for the next fair in June time to sift through your sheds, garages, attics
etc for unwanted garden accessories -tools, pots, baskets, seeds etc as well as
furniture, barbeque items, garden ornaments, lights – in fact anything you would use
in the garden that you no longer use. Nearer the time there will be hanging baskets
for you to take and plant up. This year we are particularly looking for teapots/teasets
to complement the cream tea refreshments.

NEWS FROM RYELANDS
Arrangements for the May Fair are already underway, and this will take place at
Ryelands on Saturday 12th May from 2.00–4.00pm. CMC will be running the plant
stall by way of a change from the cake stall. Donations of plants from CMC would be
especially appreciated, labelled and priced if possible. Programmes for the Fair will
be available in April.
Jenny Delafond

SUTTON SCHOOLSWORK

Now in it’s12th year, the dramatic, interactive dramatisation of the events of Holy
Week are being performed to primary schoolchildren in the London Borough of
Sutton (and beyond). Around 1,000 children from local schools visit their nearest
venue over three separate weeks. Before each week,the public are invited to a
preview of the performance. (See above fordates and times)
SUNDAY SERVICES IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY
The aim of this item is to help us reflect of the services of the previous months. It will
include details of the readings, and some brief notes from each service.


31st December Mr John Dawson
Readings: Psalm 148
Luke 2: 21 – 40
Galatians 4: 1 – 7
‘Where do we fit into the ‘Jesus Story’?
Who do you identify with in the Christmas story?





Everyone has a role in God’s plan whatever it is.
7 January Mr Alan Jameson
Readings: Acts19: 1 – 7
Mark 1: 4 – 11
1. Obedience to God
Will you obey Christ and serve Him in this church?
2. Humility
3. Christ’s Baptism
th

14th January Revd Gill Long – Covenant Service
Readings: Deuteronomy: 29 10 -15
Jeremah: 31 31 – 34
Romans: 12 1 – 2
John 15: 1 – 10

The covenant prayer
I am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,
Rank me with whom you will;
Put me to doing, put me to suffering;
Let me be employed for you or laid aside for you,
Exalted for you or brought low for you;
Let me be full, let me be empty,
Let me have all things, let me have nothing;
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things
To your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
You are mine and I am yours.
So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth,
Let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

(Maybe add this to your daily prayers?)


21st January: Mrs Lucy Brown
The Good Samaritan analysis accompanied by the drama ‘Who wants to
inherit Eternal Life?’
1. We should help people regardless of their circumstances.
2. Anyone of any race or any background is our 12eighbor
3. Help must be practical on a regular basis.



So…….. to whom should we be neighbourly?
28th January: Mr John Dawson
Readings: Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8: 1 – 13
“Knowledge is a ruler and wealth is its subject”
Paul warns us…’Knowledge puffs up but love builds up.’



4th February: Mr Keith Halstead
Readings: Isaiah 40: 21 – 31
Psalm 147
“You are the God of all nations yet also the God of grasshoppers.”
“He is the author of the grand design yet also of the minutia.”
There are 2 profound truths which characterize our relationship with God 1.
TRANSCENDENCE
2. IMMANENCE
An exercise to try…. Fold a sheet of paper into 3 and on each section draw (or
write) your image of God as a child, your image of God as a teenager and your
current image of God.



11th February: Revd Gill Long
Readings: 2 Kings 2: 1 – 12
2 Corinthians 4: 3 – 6
Mark 9: 2 – 9
The transfiguration offers us a glimpse of something beyond. Peter, James and
John witnessed Jesus’ future glory. With the transfiguration, God affirms the
beloved status of His Son.
Shekinah – in Jewish and Christian theology the shekinah is defined as the
divine presence of God on earth or a symbol or a manifestation of His presence.
JUST JESUS



18th February: Mrs Val Imms - Lent 1
Readings: Psalm 25: 1 – 10
Genesis 9:8 – 17
Mark 1: 9 – 15
‘The Kingdom of God is about transforming lives on earth.’
‘Love and acceptance can transform lives.’
‘Was Jesus’ testing time in the desert a time of transformation?’
‘When we are in our own personal deserts, how can we use our time?’
PRAYER TOPICS FOR MARCH AND APRIL

Pray for…..
o the victims and the families of those affected by the school shooting in
Florida
o those whose lives have been shattered by war, specifically in Sri Lanka
o the collapse of the company Corrilian and its implications to their
employees’ families
o disheartened teachers

o the world wide church especially where opposition and persecution are
experienced
o and give thanks for the life of the evangelist Billy Graham
SUNDAY COLLECTIONS

January

7th
14th
21st
28th

£198.90
£210.85
£179.90
£194.50

February

4th
11th
18th

£149.00
£212.50
£149.50
CHURCH FLOWERS

The latest donations for the Church’s floral displays have been…..
January

7th
14th
21st
28th

Audrey Saunderson IMO of her son Philip
Margaret Kingswood IMO Mary Bugden
Wendy Green IMO her sister Beryl
IMO Rene White

February

4th
11th
18th

Bob and Mary Freeman
IMO Rene White
Glyn Alpe IMO his wife Maureen
June Jupp
Esther and Eric Randall on their 49th Wedding
Anniversary on 22nd

25th

A flower calendar is available on the notice board at the back of the church so if you
would like to donate money towards flowers on a particular date in 2018, please
enter your name against the date and give the money to Audrey. Any other
donations for the flower fund would be very much appreciated, so if you would like to
contribute, you will find a plate on the table at the back of the church – alternatively,
please give your donation directly to Audrey.

If you know of anyone who would appreciate receiving flowers previously displayed
in church, please let Mary Freeman or Jenny Delafond know.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

March
Mon 5th
Tues 6th

Weds 7th
Sun 11th
Tues 13th

Tues 20th

Fri 23rd
Sun 25th

Tues 27th

8pm
10-11.30am

Leadership Team meeting
Cheam Tots parent/carer and
toddler group
2.30pm
Women’s Friendly Hour
Revd Ann Rusbridge
8pm
House Group at Audrey Saunderson’s
home
10.30am
Mothering Sunday
10-11.30am Cheam Tots parent/carer and
toddler group
2.30pm
Women’s Friendly Hour
Members afternoon and quiz
10-11.30am Cheam Tots parent/carer and
toddler group
2.30pm
Women’s Friendly Hour
Colin Blake – a musical afternoon with CDs
8pm
House Group at Mary and Bob’s home
(please note change of date)
10.30am
Palm Sunday
3 – 5pm
Messy Easter

10-11.30am
2.30pm

Thurs 29TH 8pm
Fri 30th

Sat 31st

Cheam Tots parent/carer and
toddler group
Women’s Friendly Hour – Fish and chip
lunch followed by Members afternoon
Maundy Thursday service – Revd Gill Long
Walk of Witness
(meet at North Cheam lights 9.45am)

10am
10am

Good Friday service
Decorating church followed by Super Soup

April
Sun 1st

10.30am

Tues 3rd

Easter Sunday service

(No Tots or WFH - Easter holiday)

th

Tues 10

(No Tots or WFH – Easter holiday)

Wed 11th 8.00pm

House Group at Audrey Saunderson’s home
105 Abbotts Road, Cheam

Tues 17th 10-11.30am Cheam Tots – Parent/Carer & Toddler Group
Tues 17th 2.30pm

Women’s Friendly Hour – Members
Afternoon

Friday 20th 8pm

House Group at Mary and Bob’s home
(please note change of date)

Sun 22nd

Annual General Meeting following Morning
Worship

12 noon

Tues 24th 10-11.30am Cheam Tots – parent/carer & toddler group
Tues 24th 2.30pm

Women’s Friendly Hour – Mr. Gerald Smith
Friends of Nonsuch –Talk on Nonsuch Palace

All events at Cheam Methodist Church unless otherwise stated.
The deadline for May/June Newsletter is Friday

